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An Unexpected Twist  
The Founding Fathers visited the Hebrew Day 
School Tuesday to discuss whether or not to 
separate from Great Britain. For this Continental 
Congress reenactment, each fifth grader researched 
one of the characters of the American Revolution 
and prepared how they would address the delegates 
of the Congress.  
 
Many important points were brought up during the 
debate such as “If we don’t hang together, we will all 
hang separately,” by mini-Benjamin Franklin and 
“What will we do with the loyalists if we separate?” 
by mini-Alexander Hamilton. Each student took 
ownership of their character and reflected their 
interpretation of these famous people’s words 
during the Congress. 
 
Each Delegate voted whether or not to separate and 
decided to sign the Declaration of Independence 
just as our forefathers did over 250 years ago. See a 
snippet of this impressive debate on our youtube 
channel: https://youtu.be/K8DrFRfVtNM 

https://youtu.be/K8DrFRfVtNM
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 Calendar of Events 

Headmaster: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 

rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 
 

Principal:  Rabbi Meir Cohen 

rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 

Director of School Administration:  

Estelle Workman 

eworkman@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Admissions:  

Beth Licha 

blicha@hebrewday.org  

Dean of Students:  

Giovanna Reinking 

giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org  
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 

rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 

klapp@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Development:  

Joyce Arovas 

jarovas@hebrewday.org 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large: 

Eilene Cummins  

Moises Eilemberg Iliana Glovinsky 

Allen Gruber  Gavin Horn 

Yonina Kaplan  Michael Leeman 

Philip Silverman Marilyn Williams 

Marcia Wollner  Missy Wrotslavsky 

Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

     February             March 

March 7, 2016 
Faculty Development Day - No School 
5th grade Health Presentation 7 pm 
 
March 8, 2016 
Gardening with Rafa 
5th Grade - 8:40 - 9:20 
2nd Grade - 9:30 - 10:15 
4th Grade - 11:00 - 11:40 
 
March 9, 2016 
Gardening with Rafa 
Kindergarten - 8:15-9:00 
1st Grade - 9:00 - 9:45 
3rd Grade - 10:15 - 11:00 
Parenting Workshop, No. County 7 pm 
 
 
 

March 11, 2016 
2nd Trimester Ends 
Rosh Chodesh Adar II  
Assembly 1:15 pm 
Spirit Day—Around the World Day 
 
March 15, 2016 
1st grade President's Showcase 2:30 pm 
School Spirit Day 
 
March 17, 2016 
County Science Fair Awards Night 
3rd grade Dinosaur Program 8:30 am 
School Spirit Day—TBA 
 
March 18, 2016 
School Spirit Day—TBA 
7th grade field trip to Balboa Park 
 

March 21, 2016 
School Spirit Day—TBA 
 
March 22, 2016 
5th grade Poetry Night 7 pm 
 
March 24, 2016 
Noon Dismissal - Purim 
 
March 25, 2016 
9 am Start 
 
March 29, 2016 
7th & 8th grade trip to Museum of       
Tolerance 
 
April 4th - 6th 
ERB Testing 

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29      
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  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

mailto:rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org
mailto:eworkman@hebrewday.org
mailto:klapp@hebrewday.org
mailto:jarovas@hebrewday.org
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 Parshat Vayakhel 
OVERVIEW: Vayakhel  (Ch. 35:1 – 38:20) 

Vayakhel:  Moshe Rabbeinu exhorts Bnei Yisrael to keep Shabbat, and requests donations for the materials for making the 
Mishkan. He collects gold, silver, precious stones, skins and yarn, as well as incense and olive oil for the menorah and for 
anointing. The princes of each tribe bring the precious stones for the Kohen Gadol's breastplate and ephod. G-d appoints 
Betzalel and Oholiav as the master craftsmen. Bnei Yisrael contribute so much that Moshe begins to refuse donations. Special 
curtains with two different covers were designed for the Mishkan's roof and door. Gold-covered boards in silver bases were 
connected, forming the Mishkan's walls. Betzalel made the Holy Ark (which contained the Tablets) from wood covered with 
gold. On the Ark's cover were two figures facing each other. The menorah and the table with the showbreads were also of 
gold. Two altars were made:a small incense altar of wood overlaid with gold, and a larger altar for sacrifices made of wood 
covered with copper. (C) 2016 Ohr Somayach 

DRASHA:  This week’s parsha deals at its onset with the 
holiness of Shabbat. The Torah also emphasizes that this 
subject and concept was dealt with b’hakhel – publicly and 
nationally. We may derive an instructive lesson from this – a 
lesson that has much current relevance in our present 
society. There are two aspects of Shabbat – one public and 
one private. 
  
The private Shabbat has a more active, positive nature 
attached to it. It is more in the nature ofzachor – the 
remembrances of Shabbat: of kiddush wine, sumptuous 
meals and the leisurely rest combined with Torah study. But 
there is also a public aspect of Shabbat that the opening 
words of this week’s parsha represent. 
  
It is the concept of a public day of rest - a day of shamor – a 
time of restraint and the absence of the everyday hustle 
and bustle of commercial and daily life. It is meant to mark 
what is absent on this day from what we are accustomed to 
seeing and experiencing. The blessings of public quiet, of 
shuttered shops and the serenity of Friday nights and 
Saturday afternoons are the hallmarks of the public 
Shabbat. 
  
The public Shabbat – the shamor Shabbat, if you will – 
stands guard to protect the private Shabbat, safeguarding 
its observance and guaranteeing its survival and holiness. It 
is not for naught that the Talmud states 
that zachor and shamor were uttered at Sinai, so to speak, 
simultaneously in one sound breath. The success of Shabbat 
can only be realized when both the public and private 
Shabbat are present together. 
  
For various reasons and differing causes, the public Shabbat 
has been drastically weakened in much of the Jewish world 

over the past century. Even those who claim to wish to 
preserve the private Shabbat, often desecrate the public 
Shabbat. The result of that error is clear to see today, for 
where there is no presence of a public Shabbat there will 
eventually be no private one either. 
  
The fact that the stores in Jerusalem are closed on Shabbat 
and that the public busses and trains do not operate on that 
day is admittedly inconvenient to some or even to many. 
But the mere absence of these usual everyday factors in our 
lives creates for us at least the semblance of a public 
Shabbat and therefore has facilitated the slow but steady 
growth and strength of the private Shabbat. 
  
The absence of the ordinary always reminds us of the 
extraordinary. A non-Jewish tourist asked for a freshly 
brewed cup of coffee at the Jerusalem hotel where she was 
staying on Shabbat morning. The solicitous Arab waiter 
explained to her that he could not comply with her wishes 
since it was Shabbat. She persisted in her request until the 
waiter told her in exasperation: “Madam, this is the holy 
city!” 
  
It is the Shabbat, both public and private that reminds us 
where we are and what type of life we are bidden to follow 
while being privileged to live here. The Shabbat will 
continue to protect Jerusalem just as Jerusalem will 
continue to protect the Shabbat. 
  
Shabat  Shalom.  Rabbi Berel Wein   Copyright  2016 
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 The Soille Scene 

Guess Who? Biography Reports a Big Hit! 
It’s a mystery that everyone can solve. The second graders made fantastic biography book reports that include a 

Guess Who? feature.  As you walk by the second grade classroom you will notice file folders each filled with interest-

ing words and pictures. Your job is to guess which famous person these items relate to. Once you guess you need to 

lift the flap and check your answer. Inside you will not only discover the famous person’s name but also famous facts 

and fun facts about them. The second graders each read a biography and found some astonishing information such 

as a person who sold their first drawing at seven years old (Walt Disney) and someone who did legal work for a          

famous purple dinosaur named Barney (Michelle Obama). The students also found great character traits to share 

such as Bill Gates’ kindness when giving money to help cure diseases. Stop by and see how many you can guess!  

North County Parenting Program with 
Ruchie Koval 
“Mission Impossible: Maintain Adult Relationships AND Raise 
Your Children” was the topic of a recent parenting program held at 
the Encinitas Community Center.  Speaker Ruchie Koval, co-
founder and director of the Jewish Family Experience in Cleveland, 
Ohio, shared her knowledge with a room full of parents who want 
to continue being good parents while at the same time bonding with 
their spouses in a meaningful way.   
 

The parenting series is made possible through a 
grant from the Leichtag Foundation.  The next 
program will be held at the Leichtag Ranch on 
March 9th @ 7:00 p.m.  For more information, 
contact Chaya Ertel, ktert9@aol.com 

mailto:ktert9@aol.com
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 The Soille Scene 

Soille Middle School Mitzvah Makers Make Their Mark!   
Last Monday, six of our fabulous middle school students, Tal Dimenstein, Hannah Hydorn, Jacob 

McElfresh, Hadassah Moryosef and Harrison Wechsler, along with our amazing Morah Malka Wieser,   

ventured to the Silverman Preschool at Tifereth Israel Synagogue to bring Torah lessons to the masses! 

They were there to teach Morah Paulina’s (our Morah Alla Kipnis’ sister!) Pre-k children about the mitzvah 

of tzedakah. Our Mitzvah Makers acted out an educational skit about how meaningful each contribution of 

tzedakah can be and read “The Very Best Place For A Penny” to the students. They then helped each child  

decorate their very own tzedakah canister to take home, so that they can continue to practice the mitzvah of 

tzedakah with their families. We are so proud of the outstanding job our Soille Middle School Mitzvah         

Makers did in sharing this meaningful Torah lesson! 

Back by Popular Demand! 
Dr. Adria O’Donnell 
Join us for the next Hebrew Day North County Parenting program 
on Wednesday, March 9th @ 7:00 p.m.  Dr. O’Donnell will be 
speaking on, “Minimizing Power Struggles in an Effective Way. 
 

The program will be held at the Leichtag Foundation in Encinitas.  
RSVP to Chaya Ertel, ktert9@aol.com. 
 

This program is part of the Hebrew Day North County Initiative 
made possible by a generous grant from the Leichtag                        
Foundation. 

mailto:ktert9@aol.com
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 The Soille Scene 

Learning is fun! 

Look at how Morah Stephie's students are learning the Nouns related to items of clothing we wear. Each 

child has a personal "dress up doll" to play while they learn. Who says learning a new language is not fun?  

Happy Purim (well, almost!) 
Have you logged into www.happypurim.com and placed your order for mishloach manot?  You have 6 
more days to participate in this joyous mitzvah. 
 
Hebrew Day SPA is preparing beautiful gifts of delicious and meaningful treats for you to send for the  
holiday of Purim.  SPA will send these mishloach manot to any of the people on the Happy Purim list you 
designate.  You can be satisfied knowing that through your participation in this program, you are making 
Purim a meaningful holiday for others. 
 
At just $4.50 per basket, our goal is to have 100% (okay, 90%!) of our families participate.  Just go online 
to www.happypurim.com, put in your personalized code and start ordering! 
 
Special Pricing:  $40 for 10 names, $100 
for 35 names, $200 for 75 names, $300 
for all names. 
 
Deadline to order:  March 10th 
 
If you need any assistance ordering 
mishloach manot, contact Estelle                
Workman, eworkman@hebrewday.org.   

http://www.happypurim.com
http://www.happypurim.com
mailto:eworkman@hebrewday.org
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Pioneering Hebrew Day’s E2K Program 

In the February, 2016 edition of the National Science Teachers Association (NTSA) Reports, an article  

entitled, “Adding More STEM to the School Day” appeared.  In it, the vice president and director of CIJE 

(Center for Initiatives in Jewish Education) talked about importing from Israel an “out of the box” science 

program to Day Schools in the U.S.  This program was the Excellence 2000 (E2K) program and Soille   

Hebrew Day was one of the pioneering schools!  The E2K program is aimed at highly motivated middle 

school math and science students and involves hands-on, creative learning. 
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 The Soille Scene 

Getting Ready to Step Up to Kindergarten 

On Tuesday, March 1st, Pre-K students who will be entering Soille Hebrew Day School’s Kindergarten class 

for the 2016-2017 school year joined together to get a taste of what life in the Day School will bring next 

year. The students and their parents enjoyed an after school snack and participated in a few fun physical 

activities with our wonderful PE coach, Mrs. Cohen. They then got to hear a story from our spell-binding 

Rabbi Cohen, before getting to meet our fantastic Kindergarten teachers and participate in a taste of 

Kindergarten in the classrooms. The children and their parents were brimming with excitement and 

anticipation for the wonders to come in day school. We’re all looking forward to the momentous time when 

each of these Pre-K students become Kindergartners!  
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 53rd Anniversary Gala 
Hebrew Day Gala 
Sunday, June 5th 

Save the Date cards are in the mail!  Mark 
Sunday, June 5th on your calendar for our 
annual Gala at the Hilton Torrey Pines Hotel.  
Our honoree, Mr. Selwyn Isakow, embodies 
the event’s theme, “Celebrating Community”.  
Selwyn is Founder and Chairman of San 
Diego Private Bank and The Oxford 
Investment Group and is Vice Chairman of 
the Board of City of Hope National Medical 
Center.  Mr. Isakow created and Chaired 
Shabbat San Diego, which brought together 
15,000 residents to celebrate Sabbath 
observance and community unity, and 
introduced the Partners in Torah Program to 
San Diego.  

Underwriting Opportunities 
Join us as a Gala Underwriter so that 100% of the Gala proceeds can be used for Tuition Assistance.   
Contact Joyce Arovas, jarovas@hebrewday.org for information. 
 
Underwriting Opportunities    
 

Choose to Sponsor… 
 Gala Underwriter 
 Tribute Journal Sponsor 
 Art Auction 
 Audio-Visual; Décor 
 Day School Faculty Tickets 
 Preschool Faculty Tickets 
 Dessert Reception 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Tribute Journal Messages 
Start sending in your message for our beautiful Tribute Journal.  
The Journal is also a full calendar for next school year.  Put in a 
message to your children, grandchildren or teachers.  Buy an ad 
for your business and / or solicit ads from businesses you  
patronize.  Ad Form is found in the back of this Kolenu. 

 Gala Sponsor $36,000 

Tribute Journal $25,000 

Patron $10,000 

Bonim $5,000 

Double Chai $3,600 

Join a Gala Committee! 
Dinner 

Ad Journal 
Auction 

We love hearing your ideas! 

mailto:jarovas@hebrewday.org
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March 7 - No School 

March 24 - Noon Dismis-

sal (Purim) 

March 25 - 9am Start  

Mazel Tov! 

To the Keating family (Isaac & Elijah) on the birth of a baby 

girl!! Two big brothers in our preschool! 
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 Preschool News 
This week was an incredibly successful week of transition. 
We welcomed back our loving Morah Elsa from her 
maternity leave!! The children were so excited to see her! 
We bade farewell to Morah Maggy and wish her success 
in all her future endeavors! Lastly, we were thrilled to see 
Morah Vanessa step up as lead Yellow Dragonfly teacher 
and she is already connecting with the kids! 
The Hummingbird class discussed the letter ‘P’ by creating 
a beautiful peacock, eating popcorn, hosting a pirate 
party, and working with puffy paints! They introduced the 
letter ‘Q’ and how it’s married to the letter ‘U’ to produce 
a whole new sound! They worked with q-tips to make art 
work and read lots of books about ‘Q’ too!  
 
The Dragonfly class had a fairy tale theme this week and 
made gingerbread men, built castles in shaving cream 
clouds, and compared different versions of illustration 
and literature in the same story! 

 

The Butterfly babies focused on Shabbat! They made 
“chicken soup” in their play kitchen and ate challah. They 
also worked on friendship skills like cheering up a sad 
friend and sharing. They also explored new sensory 
materials including floam and kinetic sand. 
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 Soille Community News 
Mazal Tov to… 

...Temima and Tzvi Oratz on the birth of their son earlier this week. Temima is a HDS alumna (class of 2003) and 
daughter of Rabbi Simcha and Betty Weiser. Mazel Tov to the whole Weiser family!  

...Brian and Sarah Keating and Isaac and Elijah on the birth of their daughter and sister Orli Simone, and to proud 
grandparents Robert and Allison Price and families. 

...Noam and Efrat Freeman on the birth and naming of their new daughter Adi Ella. 

Condolences to… 

...Mrs. Dee Desind on the passing of her father Stanley Gross in Los Angeles, and to Jessica Desind (HDS Class of 
2000) Monroe on the loss of her grandfather. 

New School Hot Lunch Menu a Hit! 

What our students are saying about the new lunch menu items: 

About the fettuccine alfredo: 

“The noodles in the fettuccine are so thick and yummy” 

“The white sauce was delicious!” 

About the baked ziti: 

“The top had melted, crusty cheese!” 

“Those big noodles were good.” 

You can order these and more lunch items by picking up an order form at the front desk or request one from Estelle, 

eworkman@hebrewday.org   

Feeling Different? 
 
 

If you are feeling different, that is OK.  At least 
according to Rabbi Weiser’s parent presentation 
given on Monday morning, which revisited the 
Garden of Eden to explain that the thinking 
behind ‘It is not good for Man to be alone’ was to 
introduce difference into every relationship so 
that as we develop as people, we learn to accept 
others and to forge relationships which are 
inclusive.  Parents left with a renewed excitement 
about thinking about their own family members 
differently, trying to understand the perspectives 
which make every human connection dynamic. 

Pesach Candy 
Passover Candy sales are starting! 
Check with your child or grandchild who are earning prizes by selling Barton’s Candy 
for Pesach. There are many delicious selections both Parve and Dairy—all OU certified.  
Place your order with your child or grandchild. You can also order online using the 
school’s code.   
Here’s how: 
Go to www.misschocolate.com; Online Store; Go to Customer-Guest Login and 
register.  On the left sidebar go to “Passover” and start your order.  At checkout, put the 
Hebrew Day code #: 704640 in the Student ID section. 
 
All orders will be shipped to Hebrew Day in time for Pesach!  For further information 
contact Joyce Arovas, jarovas@hebrewday.org. 





Be a Guest,  

Host a Guest, 
Put hospitality to the test! 

Trust Hebrew Day to  
make your match, 

And your meal will be the best! 
 

 

 

The Jewish People have a rich tradition 

of hosting one another for 

Festival and Shabbat meals.  

In keeping with that tradition, 

and with a desire to create new 

friendships and strengthen old ones,  
 

We invite you to participate in 

Meal Matchmakers 

If you would like to share a meal with  

a fellow Hebrew Day School family, 

either as a host or guest, 

please contact Beth Licha to be set up. 

blicha@hebrewday.org or 858-279-3300, ext. 109 



For more information, contact Klara Lapp at 858-279-3300 ext. 105 or klapp@hebrewday.org 

3630 Afton Road  |  San Diego, CA 92123  |  www.hebrewday.org 

 
Directions: Fill out this form and mail with payment to SSDHDS, 3630 Afton Road, San Diego, CA 92123. Email your camera-ready              

tribute to Klara Lapp, klapp@hebrewday.org. If you would like us to design your page, use the back of this form for your copy and attach 
pictures. 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________
  

Address: ______________________________________ City: __________________________________________ 

 

State: ________  Zip: ____________________________ Phone: ________________________________________ 

 

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Credit Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date: __________________  3 Digit Code: ______________ 

 

Billing Zip: ______________________________________________ Amount: ________________________________________________ 

Full Page Size: 7.5” x 4.5”             Half Page Size: 4.13” x 4.3”             Quarter Page Size: 2.2” x 4.5”             Eighth Page Size: 2.2” x 2.25” 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School 
53rd Anniversary Gala 

Sunday, June 5, 2016 

Honoring Selwyn Isakow 

Tribute Journal Form 

Bonim Builder                    $5,000 

      Includes a Chai page in the Tribute Journal  & 10 tickets  

      to the Gala 

 
Headmaster’s Society      $3,600         

     Includes a Chai page in the Tribute Journal & 8 tickets  

     to the Gala 

 
Chai               $1,800 

     Includes a Chai page in the Tribute Journal  & 4 tickets  

     to the Gala 

 
Patron       $1,000 
Includes a Chai page in the Tribute Journal  & 2 tickets 

      to the Gala 

 
Voyager       $500 
 Includes a Voyager page in the Tribute Journal  & 2 tickets  

      to the Gala 

 
Greeter       $200 
Includes a tribute greeting in the Tribute Journal   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School 
53rd Anniversary Gala 

Sunday, June 5, 2016 

Honoring Selwyn Isakow 
 

Become a Gala Underwriter  

On June 5th our school community and the San Diego 
Jewish community will gather to celebrate the 53rd year of  
Soille Hebrew Day at our Annual Gala. 

Join us as an Underwriter! 
Our goal is to have 100% of  the costs 100% underwritten 
so that 100% of  the proceeds go towards funding Tuition 
Assistance . 

Underwriting Opportunities      Choose to sponsor… 
 

 Gala Underwriter 

 Tribute Journal Sponsor 

 Art Auction 

 Audio-Visual / Décor 

 Day School Faculty Tix 

 Preschool Faculty Tix 

 Dessert Reception 

Gala Sponsor* $36,000 

Tribute Journal* $25,000 

Bonim* $10,000 

Chai $5,000 

Double Chai $3,600 

For Underwriting information, contact Joyce Arovas at jarovas@hebrewday.org or  

858-279-3300, ext. 107. 

*denotes membership in the Headmaster’s Society 



 

Order your Pesach Candy! 
Order Bartons Passover Candy from Hebrew Day 

Deadline: March 25th 
Parve & Dairy Selections Available 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two Ways to Order:   

1. Order Form:  See a Hebrew Day student with the catalog and order form 

2. Online:  Go to www.misschocolate.com; Online Store; Go to Customer‐Guest Login 

and register.  On the left sidebar go to “Passover” and start your order.  At checkout, put 
the Hebrew Day code #: 704640 in the Student ID section. 

All orders will be shipped in time for Pesach! For further information contact Joyce Arovas, 
jarovas@hebrewday.org. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18+ COME AND ENJOY ON 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday Night 
7:00pm 

Parent Child Learning 

 Family Movie Night! 
7:00 – 7:30pm Parents learn with your children. 

7:30 – 7:40 pm Raffle/Prizes and Snacks 
7:40 – 9:45 pm Family Movie 

Starts in the Adatto Schloss Beis Medrash, ends under the silver screen 
in our Paula Tannen Socail Hall!  

Penultimate week. Next Week the Grand Raffle Drawing!  

&  

This  
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